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HONORING MAYOR JOHN MASON
FOR EXEMPLARY CITIZENSHIP

HON. TOM DAVIS
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2002

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to take this opportunity to honor
Mayor John Mason of Fairfax, Virginia for his
strong showing of public service, citizenship,
and dedication to Virginia’s 11th Congres-
sional District.

John has been a valuable civil servant for
over 15 years. First elected as a Fairfax City
Councilman in 1986, John’s dedication to pub-
lic service and administration led him to his
first successful mayoral election four years
later. John served as mayor for the City of
Fairfax for 12 years. During his administration
transportation was persistently a top priority
for John. He champions the adoption of a
long-range transportation plan for the Wash-
ington metropolitan area. Among his recent
accomplishments, John was successful in en-
hancing emergency transportation units after
September 11, 2001.

John, a renowned city leader, is recognized
for revitalizing the City of Fairfax’s economy
and rejuvenating its residential and public
areas. The City of Fairfax currently receives
more Federal per capita spending than any
other city in the United States. This advantage
has greatly improved the welfare of the area.
Since 1992, John decreased the City of Fair-
fax’s office vacancy rate by nineteen percent.
He has also sustained the city’s niche as a
desirable middle class community. Since
1990, the city welcomed a twelve percent in-
crease in new homes.

John’s work with the City of Fairfax’s historic
sites is also something to be commended. He
rehabilitated the Old Town Hall, as well as the
Ratcliffe-Allison House. Furthermore, believing
that the future of the City of Fairfax relies on
the preservation of its history, John commis-
sioned a historic resources position to oversee
his rehabilitation efforts.

During the past decade in office, John suc-
cessfully addressed issues of public safety
and environmental concern. City of Fairfax
residents have not witnessed a single homi-
cide since 1996, and other major crimes have
decreased more than four percent. Improve-
ments in the areas of conservation and the
environment involved increased recycling rates
and employing pilot environment-friendly, bio-
engineering techniques.

John contributes beyond the responsibilities
of his leadership position. While mayor, he
served as chairman of the National Capital
Regional Transportation Planning Board and
the Association of Metropolitan Planning Orga-
nizations. In his professional career, John has
been a vice president of the Science Applica-
tions International Corporation, and director of
its Transportation Policy and Analysis Center.

Mr. Speaker, I extend my warmest gratitude
to Mayor John Mason for his admirable con-
tributions to the City of Fairfax. He has distin-
guished himself through his lifelong devotion
to public and community service, and I call
upon all of my colleagues to join me in ap-
plauding his achievements.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2002

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I was
unavoidably absent and missed rollcall votes
Nos. 249, 250, 251, and 252. If present I
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’
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HONORING DR. NANCY BECK
YOUNG—RECIPIENT OF THE D.B.
HARDEMAN PRIZE

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2002

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
Dr. Nancy Beck Young for receiving the D.B.
Hardeman Prize from the Lyndon Baines
Johnson Foundation. The Hardeman Prize is
awarded every year by the LBJ Foundation for
outstanding works in the areas of biography,
history, journalism and political science.

Dr. Young is a history professor at
McKendree College in Lebanon, Illinois. In ad-
dition to her research, she teaches American
political and women’s history. She won the
Hardeman Prize, a national competition, for
her book Wright Patman: Populism, Lib-
eralism, and the American Dream. This book
chronicles the life of Wright Patman, who
served for 47 years in the House of Rep-
resentatives, representing northeast Texas.
The book eloquently describes Patman’s dili-
gent work on behalf of World War I veterans
and the business community.

Dr. Young received this honor for writing the
best book published on a congressional topic
in 2000. This shows her commitment to ex-
panding the scope of knowledge about Con-
gress, her literary craftsmanship, and her cre-
ative and thorough approach to research. She
has also proven to be a valuable asset to
McKendree College, and this award dem-
onstrates the contribution small colleges and
universities can make to the research and
education community.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the work of Dr. Nancy Beck Young
and congratulate her upon the receipt of the
D.B. Hardeman Prize and to wish her and her
family the very best for the future.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB RILEY
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2002

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably
detained for Rollcall No. 244, On Approving
the Journal. Had I been present I would have
voted ‘‘yea.’’

I was unavoidably detained for Rollcall No.
245, H. Res. 451. Had I been present I would
have voted ‘‘yea.’’

I was unavoidably detained for Rollcall No.
246, the Neal Substitute Amendment. Had I
been present I would have voted ‘‘no.’’

I was unavoidably detained for Rollcall No.
247, the Motion to Recommit with Instructions
H.R. 4931. Had I been present I would have
voted ‘‘no.’’

I was unavoidably detained for Rollcall No.
248, final passage of H.R. 4931, the Retire-
ment Savings Security Act. Had I been
present I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’
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CONGRATULATING NAVY LEAGUE
OF UNITED STATES ON ITS CEN-
TENNIAL

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN
OF RHODE ISLAND
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Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to rise in support of H. Con.
Res. 416, which congratulates the Navy
League of the United States on the occasion
of the centennial of the organization’s found-
ing. The Navy League was formed in 1902 as
a way for citizens to educate the public about
the sea services and to support the men and
women that proudly wear the Navy, Marine,
Merchant Marine and Coast Guard uniforms.
The Navy League has done and continues to
do a remarkable job.

Navy League Councils exist throughout this
great nation where they honor outstanding offi-
cers and enlisted members, host awards cere-
monies, sponsor the Naval Sea Cadets Corps
and support ship commissioning events. On a
national level, the Navy League is an invalu-
able resource to members of Congress and
our staffs. They provide an excellent forum for
the scientific, legislative and defense commu-
nities to discuss and understand the needs of
our maritime services.

My home state of Rhode Island has almost
500 Navy League members. We are very
proud of our Navy heritage in Rhode Island,
where we create outstanding naval vessels in
our shipyards and outstanding naval officers at
the Naval War College in Newport. A strong
navy can never be taken for granted. We have
learned that we must be ever vigilant and in
a high state of readiness. I am proud to be a
cosponsor of this resolution and I’m grateful
that we have the Navy League to constantly
remind us how valuable our Navy, Marine
Corps, Merchant Marine and Coast Guard are
to us.
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PERSONAL EXPLAATION

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE
OF HAWAII

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 25, 2002

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I was
unavoidably detained yesterday and con-
sequently I was not able to cast my vote on
4 rollcall votes. Had I been present, I would
have voted as follows:

Rollcall No. 249, H.R. 3937—to revoke a
public land order with respect to certain lands
erroneously included in the Cibola National
Wildlife Refuge in California, ‘‘yes’’.

Rollcall No. 250, H.R. 3786—To revise the
boundary of the Glen Canyon National Recre-
ation Area in the States of Utah and Arizona,
‘‘yes’’.
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